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BILL—REDUCTION OF RENTS.

Awsombly’s Message,

Message veceived from the Assembly nofi-
fying that it had agreed to the amendments
made by the Council.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL,

THE MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES (Hon. C. F. Baxter
—East) [6.20]: T move—

That the House at its rising adjourn until
Tuesday, the 20th September.
| thank members for the assistance they
have given me, and the kindness and
patience they have shown in the last fort-
night in helping me to get threngh so nany
troublesome measnres.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 6.21 am. (Friday).

Legisiative Council,

Thursday, 13th Augnst, 1931,
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Adjournment Speclal

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.an., and read prayers.

[ASSEMBLY.)

QUESTION—RAILWAY FREE PASSES.

Pragmaent Lo Commonwealth Raidway

Department,
Mr, SLEEMAXN asked the Minister for
Lands: Of the £388 paid to the Common-

wealth Hailway Department for the vear
ended June, 1931, on account of Parlia-
mentary and Ministerial passes, how much
was paid Tor Ministers and their officers on
official business, and how mueh for the re-
maining 72 State members?

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS replied:
Ministers, £134 16s. 8d.; other members.
€430 T0s. 8d: officers, wil; total, £388 Ts. L.

ASSENT TO BILL.

Mescage from the Administrator received
and read notifying assent to Sapply Bill
{Ne. 3), £1,370,000.

STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
C. G. Latham—York) [4.37]: T move—

That so much of the Standing Orders he
snspendal as is neeessary to enable messages
from the Legislative Council received at this
sitting to be taken into consideration forth-
with, and also to permit of the remaining
stages of the TReduction of Rents Bill, the
Dried Fruits Act Contimnance Bill, and the
Fire Brigades (Simking Fund) Bill, and all
stages of the Fremantle Municipal Tramways

and Eleetrie Lighting  Aet Amendment  Bill,
to be passed at this sitting.
Mr. SPEAKER: [ have counted the

House.  There s an absolute majorily of
meinhers present.

Question put and passed.

BILL—REDUCTION - OF RENTS.
Report of Committee adopted.
Third Reading.

Bill read a third time, and transmitted to
the Couneil,

BILL—DRIED FRUITS ACT CON-
TINUANCE.

Recond Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. P. D. Fergu<on — Irwin - Monre)
14.391 in moving the second reading said:
This Rill to continue the operation of the
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Dried Fruits Act of 1926 is brought down
in the interests of the viticultural industry,
the existence of which is absolutely depend-
ent on the extension of the Act. The in-
dustry iz one of the oldest in Western Aus-
tralia: in fact, it was started by a man
named MeFaull in the Swan Valley as far
back as 1831, For many years it was not
in a highly flourishing condition—not until
after the war, when the Government of tha
day avere looking for avenues in which to
place our returned soldiers. It was then
decided that a number of them should be
established in the Swan Valley and other
districts in the viticultural industry, and
more particularly in the dried fruits see-
tion. Foxr a number of years the soldiers
thus established, and other settlers who had
been engaged in the industry, did remark-
ably well, receiving bigh prices for their
products; and the industry apperently made
considerable strides. However, when the
supply overtook the local demand and those
engaged in the indunstry were foreed to look
overseas for markefs, prices were so de-
pressed that the producers were unable to
make a living. The result was that quite a
number of them went out of the business.
Those who remained in it were unable to
make a livelihood, with the resunlt that in
1926 it was proposed that a control board
should be set np, to be oreanised and man-
aged by the producers themselves, in an en-
deavonr to save what was left of the in-
dusiry. In 1926 numerous growers were
definitely opposed to control of any kind.
In faet, something like 40 per cent. of the
growers set their faces against this legisla-
tion. However, it was put through by the
Collier Government; and I desire to say
that since it has been in operation it has
proved the one outstanding suceess of con-
trol legislation in Australia. If bhas
heen the means of saving the dried
fruits industry from utter rmin. To-day
I am sure 100 per cent. of our dried
fruits growers, if asked whether they ap-
prove of control, would reply that they are
heartily in accord with it. At a meeting of
abont 250 dried fruits growers which I at-
tended in the Swan Valley recently, a reso-
lution asking the Government to continue the
operation of the Act was carried unanim-
ously. There is not a dried fruits grower
in Western Australia to-day but is prepared
to admit that the operation of the measure
has been the means of saving him person-
ally from ruin and the industry from ehaos.
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A few derelict vineyards of Western Aus-
tralia have gone out of operation, but with-
out any appreciable increase in the acreage
under vines there has been a considerable
appreciation in the output of the fruit it-
self. Im 1926, the year before the enactment
of this legislation, Western Australia pro-
duced about 1,000 tons of dried fruits. In
1931, when the Aet had been in operation
for five years, the production rose to 2,337
tons, indicating that growers had been able
to get reasonable prices for their products
and that they had attended efficiently to
their vineyards and carefully looked after
their planting and cultural operations. The
net result has been advantageous to them
and to the State generally. In addition,
prior to control it was found that a few of
the most up-to-dafe growers were getting
high prices for their products, while the
great majority were forced to take what
was left of the local trade, and had to put
their fruit on the market at unremunerative
prices, such as did not give them a living at
all,

Mr. Sampson: That is the case as regards
fresh fruit to-day.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The result of the operation of the Act has
meant that every produeer must export his
guota of fruit, which in turn means that no
fruit which is not up to standard is taken
into the packing sheds. Further, every pro-
ducer pets his fair share of the local sale,
and bhas to take his fair share of the lower
axport parity. Reports from customers
overseas indieate that the fruit from West-
ern Australia is of the very highest quality,
is indeed the best that is produced in Aus-
tralia. In addition to that, the growers’
control board has been working in unisen
with the eontrol boards in the Eastern
States, and there has been no exploiting of
the consumers at all. A fair and equiiable
price has been placed on the fruit for local
consumption, and all the producers have
shared the lower prices obtained overseas.
Something like £1,000,000 of ecapital has
been invested in the vineyards of Western
Australia, so it will be seen the industry
is of considerable importanee to the State.
Quite a lot of Government funds have been
invested in assisting returned soldiers and
others to embark on this industry. With-
out thiz control there would be little hope
for the industry, and so the Bill must
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commend itself to the House. After
the introduction of the parent measure in
1926 it was found there were one or two
provisions that were not quile workable,
and my predecessor in office, the member for
Mt. Hawthorn, was good enough to intro-
duce cerfain amendments at the request of
the growers. Those amendments bave mater-
jally mssisted in the smooth working of the
Act. A measure of preater control over
certain growers bas been vested in the board,
and everybody eoncerned has worked to-
gether in aecord with the object of bene-
fiting the industry generally. To-day there
is nothing more to be desired from the
point of view of smooth working and effec-
tive control of the industry. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

MR. MILLINGTON (Mt. Hawthorn)
[4.47] : This is merely a Bill to continue the
operations of the Dried Fruits Act intro-
duced by the Labour Government and subse-
quently amended by that Government. The
policy throughout Australia in respect of
dried fruits is that of eontrol. Even thoss
who do not believe in control, save in ex-
ceptional eirenmstances, agree that it musi
apply to the dried fruits industry. There-
fore it is quite in keeping with the policy,
not only of this State, but of the Common-
wealth that the Act should be continued.
In each of the States where dried fruits are
grown, and also under the Commonwealth
(Government, control exists and it is neces-
sary that this State, being a grower, should
be in line. Many difficulties have been ex-
perienced, but now the growers and those
handling the products are in agreement, Af
cone time the tendeney was fo break away,
and certain legal proceedings were taken to
bring all into line with the policy of Aus-
tralia. This is now generally accepted, and
there is no longer any difficulty about the
operation of the Act. However, attempts
should be made to find a better method of
distribution of the produets in this Stats.
The difficulty now is that whereas we have
this measure of control over the growers
to enable them to get something like the
economic value of their produets, the fact re-
mains that whereas our investigations
showed that the grower is not everpaid even
in this 8tate, and that only 25 per cent. of
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the product is used in Western Austra-
lia

My, Thorn: Ninety per cent. is exported
now.

Mr. MILLINGTON: Here we have an
instanee of control merely that the local
price shall be regulated in accordance with
the cost of production. Although the grower
receives only a minimum price for his pro-
duct, the selling price is by no means in
conformity with the grower’s price. Dur-
ing the inquiry we held by select committee
into the cost of living, it was shown that
as between the grower and the retailer the
price ranged from, I think, 6d. to 10d., the
producer receiving 6d. and the price charged
to the consumer being 104, Also attention
should be given to deereasing the number
of packing sheds or proeessing sheds. The
growers themselves want them established
in all the several districts, but it seems to
me there is wndue duplieation, whereas we
should be siming at the cheapest methods
of processing and marketing.

The Minister for Agrienlture: Curiously,
in this State the small sheds are doing it
as cheaply as the big sheds.

Mr. MILLINGTON: That may he so.
Here we have big plants working only per-
iodically, a seasonal industry, and so we have
to be careful that not too much eapital is
invested in those processing plants, I sug-
gest that attention should he given to this.
Of course, there would be difficulty in decid-
ing which of the plants should be permitted
to continue. IHowever, that in only one
phase. Another is the marketing, If the
percentage exported is increasing, the grow-
ers will have to adopt the most economical
processing and will have to give attention
to marketing. The present marketing ar-
rangements could be improved. If we are to
popularise.the production of dried fruits in
this State, there must be some relationship
between the price the producer gets and the
price the consumer pays. It must be a de-
termining factor if too mueh is charged in
getting the product from the producer to the
consumer. In times past the consumer
could afford to pay big prices, but now that
we are getting down to economic methods,
those methods should be applied to this strug-
gling industry, and so eliminate the waste
which takes place between the grower and
the consumer, First we have the packing
sheds, then the agents, then the dealers, and
eventually the retailers, The complaint
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made to the select committee that inguired
into the cost of living was that even a sub-
stantial order by a big retailer could not be
entertained except by the agents. Since the
packing sheds mainly are of recent growth,
I see no reason why it should not be possible
for a substantial order to be placed with them
by the retailer.

Mr. SPEAKER: Is not the guestion of
packing sheds outside the scope of the Bill,
which is merely to continue the operations of
the Act? There is nothing in the Bill dealing
with packing sheds.

Mr. MILLINGTON: Have you the Act
before you?

Mr. SPEAKER: I have before me the
Bill whick is before the House.

Mr. MILLINGTON: What does it say?
It is for an Act to continue the operation of
the Dried Fruits Act.

Mr, SPEAKER: There is in it nothing
about packing sheds,

Mr. MILLINGTON: It is to continue the
Act. That Aect in ifs operation eontrols the
dried fruif industry. If you will not permit
me to discuss the dried fruit indostry, I shall
sit down.

Mr. SPEAKER: I am prepared to give
any hon. member every latitude, but if he
will go outside the scope of the Bill, it be-
comes the Speaker’s duty to eall his alten-
tion to it. I think packing sheds are outside
the scope of the Bill now before the House.

Mr. MILLINGTON : Since you have ruled
that we cannot discuss the subject matter
of the Aect to be continued, there is nothing
to discuss, beyond saying that some myster-
ious measure requires extension for three
years. I will not refer to this mysterious
measure, nor to the industry it affects; I will
simply say that, as in the past, we should
let it go along in its own humbugging way
and let the people support a measure, that
cannot be disenssed, for the control of one
of the few industries that is controlled. If
we are not to discuss that, I have nothing to
say, except to remark that the subject can be
of no interest to the country. I will sup-
port the second reading.

Mr. Panton: What is the measure about?

Mr. MILLINGTON: Nobody knows;
we are not allowed to discuss it.

MR. THORN (Toodyay) [457]: 1
shonld like to add my blessings to the eon-
tinuance of the Aef. I have been connected
with the indunstry for many years, and I had
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hoped that ithe Government would see fit
to continue the Act for a longer period than
three years. When in Committee 1 will move
an amendment to continue the Aect a little
further. The idea of the growers in asking
the Government for a State Act was to
come into line with those under the Fedexal
Act, The Federal Act controls exports, and
we required a State Act to control home
sales, and more particularly to see that every
grower bore his share of the ezport. I am
a great believer in all growers in the indus-
iry having to bear their share of the 90 per
cent, export. In many instances export is
relatively unprofitable, and so I think it is
up to every grower to be loyal to the indus-
try and play his part in exporting. After
the Act came into operation in Seuth Aus-
tralia, Vietoria and Western Australia, New
South Wales also came into line. I should
like to assure members that at no time did
we take advantage of the Act fo secure con-
trol of loca)l prices. The AD.F.A. was a
voluntary assoeiation, and 30 per cent. of
the growers of Ausiralia were supporters
of it. We always abide by the prices of the
A.D.F.A. A few growers declined to come
into line with the majority, and sold their
fruit at lower prices. To prove that members
of the association huve not taken advantage
of the Act, I wish to show that prices have
been on the down grade for some time. The
following is a comparison of best quality
dried fruifs:—

1928, 1931.
Currants Téd. 634,
Sultanas 8%4, T4d.
Lexias 614,d. 5554.

and this, notwithstanding that we have a
protective tarift of 6d. per Ib. Consequently
it cannot be said that the growers have taken
advantage of the Act. Quite a lot of Gov-
ernment money is invested in the industry,
and I am pleased to be able to say thal
growers, including returned soldiers, are
standing up to their obligations in the way
of meeting their interest, The board have
done their best to popnlarise the use of dried
fruits in the State. They have undertaken
publicity, and have shown pictures illustra-
ting the industry. Books containing recipes
have been issued indicating the uses to which
dried fruits may be put, and the board have
done all in their power to increase the de-
mand. 1 agree with the ex-Minister for
Agrienlture that there is too much bandling
of dried fruits by middlemen, but we hope
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at a later stage (o be able to overcome that
difficulty. I trust that the House will sup-
port the measure.

MR, HEGNEY (Middle Swan) [5.3): I
snpport the continnance of the Aet. Dur-
g my election campaign I gave an under-
taking to the settlers engaged in the indus-
try that, if the Labour Party were returned
to power, I would do my utmost to secure
the continuance of the Aet. I am pleased
that the Government have introduced the
Bill. When (he original measure was intro-
dueed many people engaged in the industry
were opposed to control. They were known
as individnalists, but to-day they are collec-
tivists, and realise that by operating under
the Act and organising markets, they are
obtaining hetter resmlts than they were on
the individualistic basis, The Aect is fune-
tioning well. The industry is not one that
gives a big return to the seitlers. It is only
a bread-and-butter industry, becanse growers
have io meet fierce competifion in overseas
markets. Still, a good many people have
heen established in the indnstry, and they
are anxious that the Act be continued. T
eongratulate the Minister on having intro-
duced the Bill.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [55]: I was
gratified to hear the statement of the Min-
ister. The suceess that has attended the
control of dried frmit here is but a repebi-
tion of what has oceurred elsewhere. The
attitude of the Minister to the industry hax
been gratifying, though it is ouly fair., The
same attitude was adopted by the ex-Minis-
ter, who, with equal readiness, adopted the
prineiple of control. The Minister told us
that the Dried Fruits Board had schieved
special success In the matter of control. T
do not know what other measures we have
to secure control in the frnit industry, or
in any other industry, exeept sandalwood.
If it is necessary to show lack of consistency
on the part of some memhers

Mr. SPEAKER: This is a short Bill to
continue the operations of an Act. T can-
not allow the ramifications of the whole of
the parent Act to be discussed. T ask mem-
bers to confine themselves to the question
that the Act be continued.

Mr. Corboy: This is & re-enactment.

Mr. SAMPSON: Because of what has
hanpened with the control of sandalwoed.
my jondgment is influenced to a certain ex-
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tent. Not long ago a sandalwood measure
was introduced and received the whole-
hearted blessing of every member of the
House. It was amazing that some members
who counld see no virtue in anything postu-
luting contral yet tound it possible fo sup-
port the sandalwood measure.

Mr., SPEAKER: That has nothing to do
with the proposal to extend this Aef. T
rule the hon. member out of order,

My, SAMPSON: The sandalwood meas-
ure was on much the same lines,

Mr. Marshall: There is no similarity be-
tween them.

Mr. SAMPSON: | agree with the Minis
ter that control is essentinl. We want con-
trol of other primary produets, A milk
control hoard is desirable. It has been
shown that the dried fruit industry bas
benefited materially from the Aet. Dried
fruit is relatively not a perishable article as
compared with fresh fruit, and I held there
is greater need for a measure of control] over
fresh fruit that over dried fruit. Still, I
am wholeheartedly in favour of dried fruit
eontrol. The Minister said that, without eon-
trol, there would be little hope for the in-
dustry. The Minister is 8 man who does nnt
speak without serious thought. I hope the
words of the Minister will be noted by
members on the Government side when a
similar proposal is submitted at a later
stage in respeet to otther produets. The Aect
bas kad the effeet of keeping our own peanle
on the land, which is a very importint
matter.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is
going right outside the seope of the Rill

Mr. SAMPSON: T am dealing with the
effect of the Act, which has been to keep
our owh people on the land. In the fresh
fruit and vegetable industries there is =
tendency for our people to leave the land,
and for foreigners to engage in the work.
I hope the Minister will give that maiter
his attention. A muech larger quantity of
dried fruits should be used within the Ftate.
The Commissioner of Railways in Vietoria,
My, Clapp, has done a fremendous arcount
of work to popularise the use of dried fruits
there. Here raisin bread is practically un-
known, and if one did get something sold
as raisin bread, it would need o bz labelled
in order that one might identify it.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have ruled that you
are discussing matters oufside the scope of
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the Bill. 1 ask you to vonfine your remarks
to the Bill. This is not toe time to Jiscuss
the purent Act and its relation te the public
wt large.

fon. W. 1). Johnson: 1 desive to speak
on the Bill, and I desire to review the opera-
tions of the board,

Mr, SPEAKER: The maabec for Swan
has the Hoor, unless any member intends
lo objeel to my ruling.

Dissent from Ruling,

Hou. W, N. Johuson: T propose to dis-
sent from vour ruling. ¥f vou rule that we
are ouf of ovder in reviewing all the rami-
fications of the hoard, their dealings with the
indusiry, and the question whether packing
sheds, ote., have been funetioning satisfae-
terily under the hoard, T am in duty bound
in the iuterosis of free discussion to move
that yveur ruling he disagreed with.

My, Speaker: [ aecerpt that as a mstion
dissenting from my ruling. The hon. mem.-
ber will put his dissent in writing, He has
been spenking to the seeond reading of a
Bill to continue in operation the Dried
Fruits Act until the 31st Mareh, 1933. He
has been endeavouring to show how similar
measures in other States are operating. I
hold it is my daty as Speaker to confine
him to the subject mutter contained in the
Bill, that is, the duration of the Act. The
member for Guildford-Midland has ohjected
to my vuling. He maintains that the Bill is
one to continue the econtrol of the industry.
T have ruled that a complete review of the
progress of the industry under control ans
an examination of the hoard’s work while
under that control is out of order, and he
has moved that my ruling be disagreed with.
It is for memhers to decide whether 1 have
ruled according to the Standing Orders. 1
am determined, unless otherwise ordered by
ihe House, to =ee that debates are confined
to the questions before the Chair.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: T have no desire to
intertere with your control of the Chamber,
Mr. Speaker, and will assist you to the at-
most of my ability, but I think we must be
careful to see that onr liberties are not in-
terfered with and that we are not deprived
of our rights. 1 elaim that under this Bill
we can examine fhe question whether con-
trol iz desirable or not, satisfy oarselve:
that eontrol has been in the best interests
of the industry, and see whether the de-

[157]

4461

velopment of the industry has extended or
has been retarded by such control. We can
inqrire whether the sheds associated with
thnt control have improved in packing
methods, whether their operations have been
encouraged or discouraged by the board.
We ¢an make certain that ihe packing sheds
are [unctioning to the advantage of the
growers. e can inguire whether market-
ing has improved under the board, whether
they have extended the use of dried fruits
during  their control, whether they bhave
advertized them, attended to the packing and
export of dried fruits, whether they have
studied the markets of the world, and
whether samples have been sent to the dif-
ferent nmarkets. We want to find out
whether dried fruits are being used in the
manufaeture of commodities so that the
sale of /dried fruits may be extended. A
representatives of the people, we must ex.
amine in detail all these matters if there i
any doubt in our minds. I want to know
whether the hoard are funetioning economi
¢ally and whether the administration is ¢
hurden on the indnstry or a relief to it. It
the personnel of the board truly represen
tative of the industry? Does it represen
every district where dried fruits are pro
duced? ls the board too large or too smal
and eught it to be extended in any way? Th
fact that the control has been limited show
that Parliament doubts the wisdom of hay
ing it. It is evident we must exercise ear
before we extend that control any more
The only way to exercise care is to ventilat
evervthing to do with the industry, to se
whether any harm is being done to it b
the operations of the bosrd. The rights o
members to free diseussion must be jeal
ously gnarded. I am taking this oppor
tunity to show that under this Bill ther
must be a free and full debate, so that w
may ascertain whether the industry is bein
fostered and encouraged by the system o
control.

Mr. Speaker: I have oceupied the Chai
for a little over a year. I do not think an
member ¢an say he has not had a fair dea
on every occasion at my hands. My sol
desire is {o conduct the business of th
House in a proper manner and to give ever
member the wtmost possible latitnde. £
Speaker oceupies & difficult position a
times, especially when he is endeavourip,
to keep members within the four corners o
the subject matter of the debate. It is my
sole object to give members every latitud
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in diseussions of this importance, but I
must ask them to remember that sometimes
they are carried away beyond the four
corners of the subjeet matter before the
Chair, and deal with questions which arq
not relevant to that subject matter. I
desire to be fair to memhers, but muost carry
out my duties as Speaker in accordance
with the Standing Orders. I want the
member for Swan and the member for
Mt. Hawthorn to understand that I shall
at all times give them the fullest latitude
wherever that is possible, I have no wish
te stop the member for Swan in the course
of his remarks, provided he will confine him-
self to the points raised by the member for
Guildford-Midland.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: With vonr permis-
sion, Sir, I will withdraw the motion dis-
agreeing with vour ruling.

Mr. Speaker: Very well.

Motion, by leave, withdraw:.

1Debate resumed. ]

Mr. SAMPSON:; [ want members to re-
alise the great value of the dried fruits in-
dustry. When raisin bread is made here I
am afraid the raisins arve added with too
grudging a hand. [ give my full support io
the Bill. XNot only do I hope it will be re-
newed this vear, but that it will always be
renewed. T am sure that eircumstances will
Justify such a course. As the advaniages
of contro! of the dried fruits indusfry be-
come more widely known, so [ feel eertain
will the enthusiasm of the Minisler in charge
grow with that increased knowledge. As
times goes on, we shall have in the House a
considerable majority in support of esnoval
The principle is one whiclt has not heen
Fully realised and appreeiated.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-
Midland} [5.30}: 1 welcome the Bill and
the support ziven to the board in their efforts
0 help the strugeling producers. Since the
sstahiishment of the hoard, the growers have
1ot had an extremely enviable time, but still
heir experience has been betfer than hefore
he establishment of hoard control. I am
lisapyointed rezarding one phase. As one
ntere-ted in control and marketing organi-
ation, I have watehed clozely the operations
f the Dried Fruits Board. T agree with the
nemher for Mt. Hawthorn (Mr. Milling-
on)} that there are too many middlemen be-
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iween the producer and the consumer. The
hoard was constituted with the support of
many of us who had taken a keen interest in
marketing matters, beeause we were under
the impression that, as a result, much of the
operations of middlemen would be elimin-
ated. While that has resulted to a certain
extent, a number of middlemen still oper-
ate, and their presence in the trade is totally
unnecessary, I am disappointed that the
members of the hoard have tolerated the con-
tinuance of hose middlemen for so long. I
do not object to middlemen provided they
perform a useful funetion, and do not un-
neeessarily inerease the cost of commodities
to the consumer. In the dried fruits indus-
try, as with other industries, the producers
are impoverished because of the number of
men for whom they must make provision
before their produce reaches the homes of
the eonsumers. 1 weleome the Bill to con-
tinue the operations of the board, but I want
to say to the board members, through this
Chamber, that I am keenly disappointed
that they have not done more to organise the
marketing of dried froifs in a more seientifie
manner by securing the elimination of mid-
dlemen.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commiftee.

Mr. Richardson in the Chair: the Minister
for Agrieulture in eharge of the Bill

Clange 1—agreed to.

Clanse 2—Continnance of the prineipal
Act:

Ar. THORN: I move an amendment—

That in line 3 the word ‘‘thirty-three’’ be
struck out with a view to inserting ¢‘thirty-
five’? in licu.
The elause provides that the et shall con-
tinne till the 31st March, 1933, and the
amendment will extend it~ operations to
1935, The Aet was fivst inbrodueed in 1926
and its eperiations have heen confinued hy
means of two Bills, The extension this time
is n shorf one.  Sceing that the Acet has been
suecessful, and practieally 100 per cent. of
the erowers are satislied, T hope the Com-
mittee will azree to its continuance till 1935,

Hon. M. F. TROY : T oppose the ameml-
ment. In these times when all other primary
producers are suffering dizabilities, it i~ se-
iowsly sugoested that a section that has en-
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joved great privileges under the Dried Fruits
Act is to be allowed to continue in that posi-
tion till 1935' The Bill proposes an exten-
sion for two yvears but the member for Tood-
yay desires to secure an extension for four
years. We have heard comments regarding
the extension of the sugar bonus in the inter-
ests of Queensland and northern New South
Wales. In my opinion, the Federal Parlia-
ment were utterly wrong in agreeing to such
an extension. In that connection, I want
to correct a statement made in a letter from
Mr. H. Gregory, M.H.R., that appeared in
the “Daily News,” in which he said that the
Federal Govermment had granted that con-
cession. It was not the Federal Government,
but the Federal Parliament.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon, member is
out of order. There is no reference to the
sugar bonus in the elaunse.

Houn. M. ¥. TROY : T am out of order to
that extent, but I am quite in order in com-
paring the position of the sugar growers
with that of the dried fruit growers and
other sections of the community. TWhile all
other sections of the community are ealled
npon to make sacrifices, it is suggested that
the dried fruits grower shall enjov special
privileges till 1933, whereas the wheatgrow-

ers and the woolgrowers will have to suffer-

because of conditions that operate.

The Minister for Lands: You fathered
the Aet originally.

Hon. M, F. TROY: But reluctantly. 1
. do not like giving
privileges and rights, or estahlishing monop-
olies enabling certain people to fix prices
and eliminate oppositien. Tle member for
Toodyay should be reasonable and be content
with the provision in the Bill

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
surprised at the attitude adopted by the
member for Mt. Magnet. He fathered the
Bill. In 1929 he introduced a Bill to extend
the operations of the Aet till 1932—a period
of three years,

Hon. M. F. Troy: I did not.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
sorry the hon. member took my statement too
literally. One of his colleagues in the Clov-
ernment infroduced the measure.

Mr, Hegney: The Legislative Council pro-
posed the extension beyond one vear.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is in
the best interests of the industry that we
should give these people every chance.
Many of them are pulling out their vines

sections of the people
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and replacing them with a more suitabl
class of vine, and it will be three or fou
yvears hefore these hecome profitable.

Hon. M, F. Troy: Are you supporting th
Bill or the amendment? ’

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: I ar
supporting the amendment. If the situatio:
as has been suggested should arise, the Hous
will be in session from year to year and th
matter can receive attention. If any on
section of the community is getting anythin
unfairly at the expense of another sectior
we ecan do what we have done this session,
am anxious that we should give cvery en
gouragement to the primary producer to er
able him to send his prodnets overseas, an
so get overseas money into this country
help us develop it.

Mr. HEGNEY: 1f the Bill is to be cor
tinued for another 12 months that will giv
the opportunity to organise during that 1
months. T stand for the organisation of th
primary producers whe are as much workex
as the industrial seetion, and as far as thi
pariicular industry is concerned, the worker
in it have every right io be organised so the
thex may enjoy the fruits of their labounr
I know of men engaged in the dried fruil
industry who are strong Labour supporter:
and all desire the countinuance of this legisle
tion. 1 eannot see any chjection to the cor
tinnance for the period mentioned by th
wember for Toodyay.

Hon. M. F. TROY: We are giving th
industry power to fix ils own prices and t
exploit loeal people to enable them to se
abroad ni a loss, If the workers were orgar
ised and eould demand the price they wante:
what support would they get from the othe
side of the House? It is not a fuestion ¢
organisation; it is a question of giving on
seetion of the community an absolul
monopoly. We have provided for an exter
sion of two vears and if conditions do e
improve in Australia, these people are n
more entitled to bave the privilege it is pi
posed to give them than anyone else.

Mr. Thorn: 1 have already poinied o
that prices are on the down grade; they m
lower to-day than they were two years ag

Hon. M. F. TROY: Ho they ought to
lower. I am not going to assist to make th
legislation permanent- It is five years now
it will be ten years next time.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Hear, hear! Let t
pray that it will be so,
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Hon. M. F. TROY : It is pure syndicalism,
[ cannot conceive any representative of con-
mmers agreeing to legislation that will give
v monopoly to a particular set of people,
hat will give a set of producers the right to
xploit another section. The period of two
7ears in these times is suflicient. It may be
hat the dried fruit producers may have to
nake a sacrifice, as others have done, and
f they are called upon to do so, they will be
bliged to fall into line.

Mr. SAMPSON: The period mentioned in
he Bill is less than one year and six months.
'he extension eould have been granted on a
revious oceasion. The fact that a Labour
"ederal Government gave a protective tariff
f 6d. a lb. on dried fruits has my admira-
ion, and sinee it is a fact that almost every
ndustry has received assistance, then so
hould dried fruits receive it. The prices of
ried Fruits have fatlen since 1928. There is
sroof that the board ave behaving properly
nd that the interests of the publie are being
ratched. 1 hope that the extension will be
pproved. [ do not know why the Minister
wade the period so short.

My, MILLINGTOXN: The Committee seem
t cross purpeses. 1 agree that control is
:arranted. The conditions that warrang it
e more or less permanent, but that is ne
eason why this legislation should bhe perma-
ent. The board are given extremely wide
owers, and we should make suve that Par-
ament controls the hoard. That is healthy
or the board, and also for the growers.
'he board’s aetions should come up period-
wlly for andit. In wy opinion, it makes
ttle difference whether the Act 15 extended
> 1933 or to 1935; but I hope it will net
e suggested that those who vote for 1935
e more enthusiastic than those who vote
»r 1933.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The question of
me is imporfant. I support the striking
at of the figure “3” with a view to the
wertion of “7,” thus giving the bhoard a
tm of five years in which to organise thor.
aghly. On the second reading I raised the
uestion of the hoard’s neglect to organise
arketing completely. The board are ham-
ered hy the faet that they cannot enter
ito any extended business arrangements he-
tuse of their limited period of econtrol.
hey are not in a position to function in
ile manner Parliament expects. T emphati-
dly helieve in this form of legislation,
hich is necessary to give the producer on
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the land an opportunity o secure the full
return for his labour. Wighty per cent. of
the production of dried fruits must be ex-
ported, and to arrange an export market
the board's cperations must extend over
something moyre than one or two years, That
is the dineulty the board have always been
up agawnst. 'They say they are only fune-
tioning year by year, and that fherefore
they are not justitied in disorganising any
part of the middleman’s operations, since
they themselves may go out of existence
shortly, and this would mean that their in-
terference would do more harm than good.
With a term of five years they could attend
to overseas organisation and the elimination
of the middleman, feeling that they would
have time to put something in the place of
what they remove. The Government’s pro-
posal to extend the Aet for one year is
ridiculcus.  There is nothing in the Bill
giving power to fix prices. That power has
never been exercised by the board, and has
never been possessed by them. There is too
much eompetition in dried fruits to-day,
and preoducers and eonsumers have to pay
for it. The board ean do nothing in the
matter, because of their limited term. With-
out conirol of an indunsiry, the producers
can be exploited. The Labour Davty say
to them, “Do not allow individual bargain-
ing. We have passed legislation to organise
workers for the purpoese of collactive bar-
gaining, and the same comrse is open to
vou.” Individnals disunited and operating

"one against the other are not of advantage

to the community. Before the establish-
ment of the board nf control the dried fruits
industry was in a deplorable condition. We
are here to protect the majority of the
growers against the non-unionist minority.
There must he stabilisation, and the min-
ority must not be allowed to upset it. That
is what the Labour movenent stands for. on
behalf of the producer as well as on hehalf
of the worker.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Amendment (to strike out “thirtv-three”)
put and passed.

Hon. W. D. JOHXNSOXN:
smendmeni—

T move an

That ‘‘thirty-seven’” be inseried in lieu of
the word struck out.

The ohject eannot he achieved in less than
five years,
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Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. THORX: 1 move an amendment—

That *‘thirty-five’”
the word struck out.

be inserted in licu of

Amendment pot and passed; the clause,
a~ amended, agreed in.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reporled with an amendment and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.
Rill read a third time and transmitted to
ihe Couneil.

BILLS (5)—RETURNED.
1, Finance and Development Board Act
Amendment.
, Federal Ald Roads Agreement.

, Fremantle (Skinner-street)
Cemetery Amendment.

, Pearling Act Amendment.
, Ahattoirs Act Amendment.
Without amendment.

O]
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BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY,
Council’s Message.

Message from the Council notifying
that it did not insist on its amendment
No. 8 disagreed to by the Assembly, that
it had agreed to ihe amendment made by
the Assembly to delete paragraph (b) set
out in No. 3 of the Council’s amendments,
but had disagreed to the amendment made
by the Assembly fo paragraph {e) of No.
3, now considered.

In Committee.

Mr. Richardson in the Chair; the Attor-
ney General in charge of the Bill.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I remind
members that paragraph (e¢) in the Coun-
¢il’s amendment No. 3 dealt with the ex-
emption of banks. This Committee
amended paragraph {e) by inserting a pro-
viso enabling the operations of that ex-
emption to be wiped out by proclamation
at any date after the 1st October. To that
the Counecil refuses to agree. Conse-
¢uently, I move—

That the Assembly’s amendment on
Couneil’s amendment be insisted on.

the
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Question put and passed; the Assem-
bly’s amendment on the Council’s amend-
ment insisted on.

BResolution the

adopted.

reported and report

Request for Conference.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move—

That a conference be requested with the
Legislative Council and that at such confer-
cnce the managers consist of three members.

Mr. SLEEMAN: If one manager from
either place disagrees, will the Bill be
lost ?

Mr, SPEAKER: That is so.

Mr. KENNEALLY: 1 enter my usual
opposition te government by conference.
1t appears to me that the Couneil is in the
habit periodically of necessitating our
asking for a conferenee, thus interfering
with the business in a manner that is not
Justified.

My, SPEAKER: Let me make it clear
that when a conference is held, if one man-
ager disagrees, raport can be made to the
House. It does not follow that the Bill
would be lost if one manager disagreed.

The Attorney General: The others could
still give way.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I am opposed to a
conference. This involves an important
matter that has been fully considered by
this Chamber. It seems that vested in.
terests are endeavouring to preserve the
interests of the banks, T question whethe:
it is right and proper for members whe
are directors of banks to vote on such
matter, seeing that the banks are vitally
coneerned.

Question put and passed.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move—

That the managers to represent this Hous
be the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, the
member for Williams-Narrogin  and  ths
mover.

Question put and passed, and a messag
aceordingly forwarded to the Couneil.

BILL—FIRE BRIGADES (SINKING
FUND).

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 1ith August
HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford

Midland) [7.51]: Y have no desire to op
pose the Bill; but it seems an extraordinar
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way of finaneing undertakings of this kind.
I understand that the Fire Brigades Board
raised a certain loam, and that a sinking
fund was created to liquidate it by a certain
date. During the currency of the loan, the
board deeided to raise a larger loan, and it,
was raised on the understanding that the
existing loan should be paid off. That was
done. In the period between the raising
of the two loans, certain sinking fund pay-
ments had aceumulated, and the Bill pro-
puses that the aceumulated sinking fund
should be used for the general purposes of
the Fire Brigades Board on the ground that
the further loan is also subject fo a sinking
fund which will liquidate the loan in the
stipulated period. If the sinking fund om
the earlier loan were placed to the credic
of the new sinking fund, there would be a
surplus. What I do not like is that during
the period when the hoard were providing
for the earlier sinking fund, they were ob-
taining it really under false pretences, inas-
much as they established a reserve or trust
fund from ordinary revenue, and the general
operations of the board were hampered
through the raising of that wmoney. T
appreciate the faet that just as the
operations of the hoard were hampered
while the fund was being established, the
hoard will now he assisted by the return
of the money to general revenue. But that
ig a wrong way of finaneing. For this the
Minister is not responsible, but the House
should make it clear that Parliament does
not stand for that kind of thing, and that
the board should exercise greater eare in the
administration of their affairs. T do not
know whether there were special circum-
stances connected with the raising of the
second loan; the fact remains that it was
an extraordinary procedure which should
not he condoned by this House in general
terms. While the Chief Secretary is con-
sidering the financial position of the board,
I should like him to consider the reconsirue-
tion of the hoard’s affairs. The general ex-
renses of the hoard need attention. They
are operating under an Act that must be
about 25 years old.

The Chief Secretary: Oh no.

Hon. W. D. JOHXSON: Anyhow, the
Aet is ohsolete.  The dinister would be
serving the interests of the metropolitan
area if he considered introducing legislation
to bring the Fire Brigades Act up to date.
T support the Bill. I do not wish to see
the money left in the Commonwealth Bank.

[ASSEMBLY.]

1t ought to be used. At the same time the
method by which the board obtained the
meney was quite wrong,

MR. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [7.56]: 1
have not heen a member of the board for
very long, but I inke exeeption fo the state-
menf made by the member for Guildford-
Midland that unwisdom was shown when the
ginking fund was c¢reated. Any husiness
man working on proper lines does try to
create some kind of trust or reserve fund
when money is available, and that was done
in this instance. The money would have
been left in the (rust or reserve fund to
mmeet any serious expendifure had nvot the
Chief Secretary, after diseussion with the
Premier, informed the hoard that there must
be a 20 per cent. eut in the board’s expendi-
ture, in common with the cut in every other
department. The board held several meet-
ings and earefully considered their esiimates
for the coming year. They found that,
after making cuts 1u every possib.e iteu
of expenditure, they could not get within the
margin requirved by something like £2,500.
Whiue it is possible to cut salaries, wages
aund certain other expenditure by 20 per
cent., there ave items such as insurance, in-
terest and tuel that cannot be cut. 1t was
a question of the offieials having to suaffer
by means of retrenchment, or of permission
heing obtained to use the reserve for the
carvent year's operations. By being per-
mittedd to use the reserve fund, the boari
can balanee their budget for this year. The
question arises, what will the board do next
year? We do not know, but we hope some-
thing will furn up to prevent the dismissal
of competent firemen and so bring dowa
the eficiency of the brigade. The board are
very sorry to use this money, but there is
nothing else for it if they are to carry aut
the dictates of the Minister to reduce their
expenditure by 20 per cent., The mewmber
for Quildford-Midland suggests that the
hoard are not working efficiently. Last yeat
the difference between the aetnal expenditure
and the estimated expenditure was onlyv £59,
and seeing that the toial expenditure was
£56,000 the result was very good. T have
heen a meniher of the board for six or eight
months, and have watched every move to
see where retrencliments and cconomies
could he effocted. T ennsider thet the hrard
are carrving out their work in a mo=t econ-

0
b
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omical and efficient manner. The member
for Guildford-Midland must remember that
this money will not only go towards the
Government allocation of omne-fourth, but
will also prevent the necessity for increasing
the allocations fromr the other eontributing
bodies. All contributors to the fund will
benefit by the use of the money. I support
the second reading of the Bill

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. N.
N. Keenan—Nedlands—in reply) [8.0]: I
should like to clear up a doubt that appears
to exist in the mind of the member for
Carnarvon (Mv. Angelo). The Govern-
ment do not dictate to the board what they
are to do. What happened was that the
Treasurer told them the Government would
not be in a position this year to make a
grant of a higher amount than was given
last vear, less 20 per cent. The Treasurer
is under an obligation to contribute one-
fourth of the expenditure. The position of
the Treasury to-day is that it cannot under-
take to aliow the expenditure to swell to
proportions which cannot be met. That is
all. The hoard can spend their money as
they choose, but will not get anything more
than the equivalent of what was given iast
year, less a reduction of 20 per cent. This
loan was raised 18 years ago, before 1913.
The loan that was redeemed was also raised
in 1913, 18 years ago. 1 have heen trying
to find out who was the Chief Secretary in
that day, heeause I rather thought it might
have been the memher for Guildford-Mid-
land. T think the Scaddan Government were
in office then, It is no use digging up old
nistekes and trying to discover who was re-
sponsible for them. We are rectifying this
mistake now, The money is lying in the
Commonwealth Bank, and can be put to
better use if the Fire Brigades Board have
the handling of it.

Mr. Marshall: Tt would not have gone to
the Commonwealth Bank if the member for
Maylands had heen Treasurer.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee, etec.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Council.
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BILL—FREMANTLE TRAMWAYS AN
ELECTRIC LIGHTING ACT AMENI
MENT,

First Reading.

Introduced by Mr. Sleeman and read
fivst fime.

Second Reading.

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle} [8.8] i
moving the second reading said: Althoug
this is a small Bill, it i uvnigue. Peop
very seldom want to pay hack money the
have bovrowed, but that is so in this cas
Last vear the Fremantle Tramway Bom
borrowed £35,000 from the Colonial Mutu
Insarance Company for certain work., Po

" tion of the money was expended on the u

dertaking for which it was horrowed, but tl
board now find they have a balanee
£21,000. The money was intended for
erection and equipment of a sit-station. T,
board are not now anxious to go on with th
work. If they were desirous of doing =
they would tind themselves in the positi
that the greater part of the money woun
be absorbed in exchange rates. They nc
want to he allowed to pay hack £21,000
the insurance company, the money being
the bank. The hoard were prepared to p
it back and the company were prepared
accept it, but, acecording to legal advice o
tained, the money could not be returned u
less a Bill was passed fo allow the hoard
do so.

The Minister for Lands: What is the tot
amount the hoard are going to pay on t
debentures?

Mr. SLEEMAN: The total is £21,000.
understand the board are paving 7 per cer
for the money and that which is now in £
bank is returning only 4% per cent. F
every week the board delay in repaying t
money, they lose about £8. It is not pleasa
for me to be introducing this Bill. [ wou
nmuch vather see the money expended a
work provided for people around the econ
try. Unfortunately the hoard say they a
unable to go on with the work. Unless lea
is given to them to pay the money bac
it will lie in the bank and will be costing
board £8 every week.

Mr. Angelo:
into the matter?
Mr. SLEEMAXN: The money would ha
been spent on the importation of machine

How does exchange cor
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from overseas. The major portion of it
would be spent in that direetion, and not
very much would have been required for
labour. To a layman it is peculiar that there
should be any necessity for the introduction
of this Bill. One would have thought
that a company or firm would have en-
countered no difficulty if it had de-
sired to pay back a sum of money to the
people from whom it had been borrowed.
Apparently in this case a Bill is required
to enable this to be done.

The Minister for Railways. Could not
the plant be obtained in Australia?

Mr. SLEEMAN: I think not.

The Minister for Railways: I doubt if
the matter has been investigated. I know
that turbo-generators have been made in
Australia.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I wonld be pleased if
it could be made in Australia. I would
prefer to see anything that we want made
in Australia.

Mzr. Angelo: Conld it not be made at
the Implement Works?

Mr. SLEEMAN: No doubt many things
could be made there if the opportunity
were given. If there was any chance of
spending the money in Australia I would
be the first to advoeate that it should he
done. I move—

That the Bill be now read a seccomd time.
Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commilttee, etc.
Bill passed through Committe withoui
ebate, reported without amendment, and
she report adopted.

Read a third time and iransmitied to
‘he Couneil.

BILL—HIRE-PURCHASE AGREE-
MENTS.

Council’'s Amendments.

Schedule of 14 amendments made by the
Youneil now considered.

~

In Committee.

Mr. Richardson in the Chair; the Min-
ster for Lands in charge of the Bill

[ASSEMBLY.]

No. 1. Clause 2.—Delete all words after
‘*any,’” in line 9, down to and inclusive of
the word ‘‘typewriter,’’ in line 19, and in-

sert in lien thereof the words ‘‘chattel
personal,’’
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: \Vhen

the Bill was before the Committee in this
Chamber, a general desire was expressed
that the Bill should apply to 2 much wider
extent than was originally intended. In
order to meet the wishes of this Chamber,
as well as of members of another place, the
amendment was moved so as to make the
Rill operate over as wide an area as pos-
sible. Now it will embrace any moveable
chattel. T move—

That the amendment be agreed fu.

My, MeCallum:
“chattel personal”?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That
includes anything that is moveable on a
property and anything that ean be sold.

The Chief Scerefary:
verse of real

What is meant by

It means the re-

Question put and passed; tbe Council’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 2. Clause 2.—Delete the definition
of ‘‘Motor vehicle.”’

The MINISTER TFOR LANDS: I
move—

That the nmendment be agreed to.

The amendmeni is necessary because the
term  “chattel personal” would embrace
motor vehieles.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment agreed to,

No. 3. Clause 3—Insert after “pur-
chaser,” at end of Subclause 1, the words
“and the word ‘writing’ in this section shall
be deemed to include such printing only as
is in type not smaller than eight point face.”

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T
move—

That the amendment be not ngreed to.

The clause provides that a copy of the
agreement shall be handed to the purchaser,
so that he will know exaeily what he has
signed. If we are to insist on notices being
printed in certain Eype, it seems to me it wili
be ridienlous,
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Mr. SAMPSON: I regard the amendment
as reasonable.

Hon. W. D. Jobnson: What is meant by
eight point face? I have heard of two-
faced! .

Mr, SAMPSOXN: Under the new system
of American standardised type, instead of
the old terms pearl, minion, agate, brevier,
sieall piea and so on, the tyvpe is denomi-
nated by means of points, thus an eight
point face means type measuring about one-
ninth of an ineh. The type used in print-
ing the “West Australian” is seven point
face, 1 believe. I seems to me that the
Couneil's amendment is reasonable, hecausa
iv will mean that agreements will have to
he printed in type that is readable and not
in miseroscopic type that the farmers wonld
find difficult to read by lamplight.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment not agreed to.

No, 4. Clause 4—Insert “” after “re-
presentations” in line 21, and delete “ov
terms” in the same line.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I move—
That the amendment be not angreed to.

It is possible that, in a legal sense, the words
“or terms” may have a certain meaning, but
if we were to ask the representative of a
machinery firm what their terms were, he
would say that they required payment in
certain mmounts, I think the words were in-
cluded for a very definite purpose,

Question put and passed; the Counecil’s
amendment not agreed to.

No. 5. Clause 5, Subclause 1 —Tusert
after “vendor,” in line 24, the words “(ex-
cept by the request or at the instanee of the
purchaser) ”

The MINTSTER FOR LAXNDS: I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Representatives of the motor firms pointed
ont that if the clause were passed as origin-
ally drafted, it would r:ean that when a
motor hecame ohsolete, the purchaser eould
ask for it to be taken huek and he would
have to receive n certain amount for his
equity. They pointed out that they sold
motors under hire-purchase agreements, and
took promissory notes as securities. In-
stead of holding the promiszsors notes, they
had them discounted, Without the amend-
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ment proposed by the Couneil, the firr
might be financially embarrassed, and wou
not be able to eontinue business along the
usual lines. It will be recognised that tl
Bill was introduced in the interests of tho
whose machines were repossessed beeau
they could not eontinue making the nece
sary payvments.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: This does not seem
be quite fair. The amendment says “e
cept by the request or at the insiance of ¢
purchaser.”

Hon. J. C. Willeock: Who else would 1
guest? In ordinary circumstances th
would just take possession.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: If a purchaser 1
ruests the vendor to take pessession, he ea
not demand an aeccount. Where the firm 1
poszesses, the purchaser can demand an s
count.

Hon. A. McCALLUM: How does ti
work our when people are unable to go «
with their payments?

The Minister for Lands: The vendors 1
possess. If the purchaser says, “take ti
hack,” then he has no case

Hon. A. McCALLUM: If the purchas
is unable to pay, the vendor will step
and he has to give the purchaser any equi
there may he in the machine.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: A m
sometimes hands back a maochine when
wants to buy a new one. If he hands
back, the vendor has to find the money wi
which to pay any equity there may be in t
machine., Tt has heen pointed out to 1
that the vendor sometimes may not be al
to finance the matter.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: We should n
worry ahout people viho bay motor cars
trucks on the hire-purchase system.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Itist
wnscrupitlous man against whom we want
protect the publie. Why should not a m
sell his machine properly instead of wai
ing to hand it back to the firm when it
obsolete? Where .a vendor steps in @
tokes possession the Aect should apply.
gives protection to both sides.

Question put and passed; the Counei
amendment agreed to.

No. 8. Clavse 5, Subelause {1)—Del
“twenty” and insert “twenty-one” in l
26, and delete “fourteen” and ins
“twentyv-one” in line 27.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T have
no objection to this amendment. T move—

That the amendment be agreed to,

Question put #nd passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 7. Clauge d3—Insert a subelause, to
stand as Subclause (2), as follows:—

(2.) If 2 vendor shall take possession of
the chattel for some temporary purpose by
the request, or at the instanre of the pur-
chaser, and shall afterwards refuse to re-
deliver the chattel to the purchaser he shall
be deemed, as at the date of such refusal, to
have taken possession of the chattel otherwise

than at the request or at the instance of the
purchaser.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I can-
not follow the reasoning of this amend-
ment. If a man runs his motor truek into
the parage of the vendor for the pnrpose of
getting some repairs done, and afterwards
does not pay for those repairs, the verdor
can refuse to let him have it back.

Mr. Marshall: No, that is not what it
means.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The object
¥f the amendment is to limit what 1s pro-
rided for in the previous section, namely,
‘hat a vendor who has taken back an article
‘he subject of a hire-purchase agreement at
‘he request of the purchaser is not thereby
leemed to have taken it under this Aet. The
ntention is to limit the rights of the vendor.
f the vendor takes possession temporarily
nd  afterwards refuses to re-deliver the
irficle, he shall be deemed to have taken
oreible possession, if I may use that word.

Mr. MARSHALL: Tt is quite possible
hat the purchaser, at the desire of the
endor, may take possession of the article
emporarity, and when the equity is ad-
usted the purchaser may be dissatisfled.
'he vendor may then say, “I will refuse to
sturn it.” The amendment will make it
hligatory on the part of the purchaser
) return it.

The MINISTER FOR ‘LANDS: T still be-
eve that if the purchaser took his machine
v the vendor to have repairs effected, the
mdor conld say, “You are not going to get
s machine back until yon have paid for
e repairs.”

Mr. Marshall: That is not so,

Hon. A. McCallam :  That
wethle possession.

would be
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Any way,
I have no ohjection to the amendment. I
move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Progress

reported until a later stage of
the sitting.

BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY.
Council's Further Message.

Message from the Couneil received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
Assembly’s request for a conference on the
amendment made by the Assembly to No. 3
of the Counecil's amendments and disagreed
to hy the (Council, and had appointed Sir
Charles Nathan, Hon, H. Seddon and Hon.
C. F. Baxter as managers, the President’s
room as the place of ineeting, and the time
forthwith.

Bitting suspended from 845 pm. to 1220
a.m.

BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY.
Conference Managers’ Report.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T have w0
report that the managers vepresenting this
House and the ofher place have mef and
eome fo an agreement as follows:—

The managers agree fo recommend the
aeceptance by the Legislative Couneil of the
amendment made by the Legislative Assem-

bly to the Legislative Council’s amendment
No. 3.

Report adopted, and a message accord-
ingly returned to the Council.

BILL—HIRE-PURCHASE AGREE-
MENT.

Couneil’s Amendments.

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sit-
ting, on amendment No. 7; Mr. Richardson
in the Chair, the Minister for Lands in
charge of the Bill.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed fo,

No. 8. Clause 5.—Delete “shall” and in-
sert “may,” in line 32,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The sub-
stitution of “may” for “shall” seems to me
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against the usual draftsmanship.
I move—

However,

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil's
amendment agreed fo.

No. 9. Clause 3, Subclause 4.—Insert
after “acconnt,” in line 14, the words “and
has failed to arrive at an amicable agree-
ment thereon with the vendor.”

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: I see no
objection to this, and 1 move—

That the amendment he agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment agreed to-

No. 10. Clause 3.—Delete “twenty™ and
insert “twentv-one,” in line 15,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This is
consequential. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed: the Council’s

amendment agreed fo.

No. 11. Clause 5, Subclause 4.—Insert a
proviso, as follows:—*Provided that the
date fixed for appearance before the magi-
strate shall be not less than one month after

the date on which the chattel wuax taken
possession of by the vendor.”
The MINISTER FOR LANDS : This

amendment is desirable, and I move—
That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and paszed: the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 12. Clarse 3, Subelanse (5}.—Add
a proviso, as follows:—

Provided that if after the vendor has takeun
possession of the chattel it shall have been
gold by public auction—

{a) at 2 place agreed on by the vendor and
purchaser, or in default of agree-
ment at the place where the hire-
purchase agreement was entered into
by the purchaser; and

(b) subject to reasonable conditions of sale
which permitted both vendor and
purchaser to bid; and

(~) at a reasonable time and after adequate
advertisement and due notice to the
purchaser,

then the price for which the chattel was so
sold, after deducting the cxpenses occasioned
by the sale, shall, for the purposes of this sce-
tion, be conclusively deemed to be the value
of the chatfe! at the time when and the place
where such sale was effected.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1If th
be agreed to, it will do away with all ti
powers provided in Subelause 5. It pm
poses that the value of a machine shall t
determined by being offered at aunetio
Since it looks as if it would do away wil
the approach to the court, I move—

That the amendment he not agreed to.

Question put and passed: the Council
amendment not agreed to.

No. 13. Clause 9.—Insert at the end &l
following words:—*fand shall extend 1
any hire-purchase agreement made and i
operation at or before the commenceme:
of this Aet.”

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This
to make the clause retrospective. I move

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed: the (ouneil
amendment agreed to.

No, 14 Insert a new clause, to stand 1
Clause 7, as follows:—‘Any hire-purcha:
agreement exempt frown registration und
the provisions of Section 54 of the Bills «
Sale Act. 1899, shall, notwithstanding tl
fact that it is unregistered, be deemed su
ject to the provisions of Seetion 29 of th:
Act.”’

The MINISTER FOR LLANDS : Pravisic
is made in the Bills of Sale Aet to pr
tect the vendor of any goods sold und
hire-purchase agreement on certain cond
tions. Tt is proposed to extend the san
protection here. I sce no objection to i
Certainly it will enable people to get fu
niture move easily under hire-purchase agre
ment than they can fo-day. T move—

That the amendment bhe agrecd to.

Question put and passed: the Couneil
amendment agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopte
and a committee consisting of the memn
for Guildford-Midland (Hon. W. D. Joh
son), the member for Avon (Mr. Griffith:
and the Alinister for Lands appointed
draw up rveasons for not acreeing to ce
tain of the Council’s amendments.

BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY.

Council's Further dessage.

Message from the Couneil received an
read, notifyving that it bad adopted the r
port of the conference managers,
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Sitting suspended from 12.55 am. to
453 am,

BILL—HIRE-PURCHEASE AGREE-
MENTS.

Council's Further Message,

Message from the Couneil notifying that
it did not imsisi on its amendment No. 4
disagreed to by the Assembly, but did insist
on its amendments No. 3 and No. 8, now
eonsidered.

In Commiltee.

My, Richardson in the Chair; the Minister
for Lands in charge of the message.

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: For the
second iime I move—

That the Comneil’s amendments No. 3 and
No. 8 he not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Counecils
amendments Nos. 3 and B not agreed to.

Resolution the

adopted.

reported and report

Request for Conference.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I move—

That a conference with the Couneil he re-
quested and that Hon. W. D. .Tohnson, Mr.
Griffiths and the mover he appointed man-
agers for the Assembly.

Question put and passed, and a message
aceordingly forwarded teo the Council.

Sitting suspended from 3.3 a.m. to 3.30 a.m.

Council’s Further Wessage.

Message from the Council received and
rend notifying that it had agreed to the
Assembl¥’s request for a eonference on
unendments Nos. 3 and 8 disagreed to by
‘he Assembly, and had appointed Hon.
E. H. Gray, Hon. H. Seddon and Hon.
C. F. Baxter as managers; ihe President’s
oo as the place of meeting, and the time
‘orthwith.

Sitting suspended from 3.32 am. to
5.15 a.m.

BILL—HIRE PURCHASE
AGREEMENTS.

Conference Managers’ Report.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
¢ report that the managers have met and
igreed to accept amendment No. 3, refer-
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ring to size of type. and to reject amend-
ment No. §, referring to sale by aunction.

Report adopted, and a message accord-
ingly returned to the Counecil.

Council’s Further Message.
Message from the Council received and
read, notifving that it had adopted the re-
port of the conference managers.

BILLS (2)—RETURNED.
1, Five Brigades (Sinking Fund).
2, Fremantle Municipal Tramways and

Electric Lighting Aet Amendment.
Without amendment.

Sitting suspended from 5.23 to 6.5 am.

BILL—EEDUCTION OF RENTS.
Counci¥’s Amendments.

Message from the Council notifying that
it had agreed to the Bill subject to &
schedute of four amendmenis now con-
sidered.

In Committee.

Mr. Richardson in the Chair; the Attor-
ney General in charge of the Bill

No. 1. In the definition of “lease” strike
out “lessor”’ and substitute “lessee.”

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This is a
sensible amendment hecause the erux of tha
sitnation is whether the lessee ean terminate
the lease, not whether the lessor ean. I
move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 2, In line 2 of Clause 3 sirike out
“therein” and insert “herein” in lieu.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This is a
very proper amendment, correcting what is
an undonbted exror. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's

amendment agreed to.

No. 3. Clause +—Delete the proviso to
Subelause 1 and insert in lien thereof a
proviso as follows:—

Provided that—

(a) As regards n lease existing on the
thirticth day of Joae, one thousand nine
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Tondred and thirty, and etill existiug at the
commencement of this Act, the present reat
payable under the lease shall be decmed to
be inereased by the amount of any redaction
of rent allowed by the lessor since the said
thirticth day of .June, one thousand nine
hundred aud thirty, but soch amount shall
he included as part of the reduction made by
this seetion,

(b) As regards a lease granted since the
thirticth day of June, one thousand wuine
hundred and thirty, and existing at the com-
mencement of this Act, wherein -the rent re-
served is less than the rent reserved by a
previous lease of the same premises and exist-
ing on the said thirtieth day of June, one
thousand nine hundred and thirty, the present
rent payable under the current lease shall be
deemed to be increased by the mmount of the
said difference in rent, Hhut such amount shall
be included as part of the reduction made hy
this seetion.

(e} In the case of premises whiclh were not
leased on the thirtieth of Fune, one thousand
nine hundred and thirty, this Aet shali not
apply unless the lease thereof was entered
into carlier thun three months hefore the
¢oming into wperation of this Act.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This is
an extension of the prineciple that we recog-
nised when we inserted Subclause 2 of
Clause 5 providing that a special- circnm-
stance to be considered by the commissioner
should be the amount by which the rent of
the premises may have been reduced since
the 30th June, 1930. These amendments by
the Couneil counstitute an attempt to make
it possible, where the rent has heen reduced
since that date, to avoid having to go to the
eommissioner. It is a laudable attempt to
keep down costs. Paragraph (a) deals with
leases that existed on the 30th June, 1930,
and paragraph (b) deals with leases entered
into since that date, wherein the rent is less
than that of the previous lease. These two
parapraphs cover the position of leases that
were in existence on the 30th June, 1930,
and are stili in existence, and aiso those
leases mnde since that date but which are
gtill in existence. Finally some memher of
the Council evidently wondered what about
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new prennses fhat had not existed on t
30th June, 1930, the rent of which is qu
ag low as this Bill desires. Paragraph (
proposes that the Aet shall not apply
such premises. The idea is that in resp
of any premises that have Leen leased f
the first time within the last three mont
the vent is already as low as is desired

the Bill, I think those amendments ¢
in accordance with the wishes of #l
Chamber. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Counei
amendment agreed to.

No. 4. Insert a new subelause to sia
as Subelanse 8 as follows:— ‘This 2
shall not bind the Crown.”’

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It w
pointed out that the Bill, as passed by t
Chamber, would affeet pastoral, grazi
conditionnl purchase leases, etec, |
rents of which were fixed long before i
depression ocenrred. 'The poliey of {
Crown is to pass on all advantages p
sible in regard to interest, and so far
is finaneially possible rents, ete., will
reduced to relieve Crown lessees. I move

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Counci
amendment agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adop
and a message aecordingly returned to i
Couneil.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (H
C. G. Latham—York) [6.17]: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn
Tuesday, 22nd September.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 6.18 am. (Friday

The Second Period of the First Session of the Fourteenth Parliament was thus closed.
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